Doxycycline Prophylaxis for Bacterial Sexually Transmitted Infections: Promises and Perils.
Despite their high global incidence, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) remain a neglected area of research. Increased rates of STIs have been reported in particular among men who have sex with men (MSM) probably because of the advances in the treatment and prophylaxis of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection with a decrease in condom use. A recent report among MSM showed that the use of postexposure prophylaxis with doxycycline could dramatically reduce the incidence of chlamydia and syphilis but not of gonorrhea. The long-term consequences of this strategy are yet unknown, especially the risk of selection and dissemination of syphilis and chlamydia strains with doxycycline resistance, which has not been reported yet.